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An abjlraci of a Letter from the worfbifjul John E- 
velyn Efq\ fent to one of the Secretaries rf the 
R. Society concerning the dammage done to his Gar¬ 
dens by the preceding Winter. 


S IF, 

T fhould be altogether inexcufable for not having been to 
J[ wait upon the Society of late, if my health had permit¬ 
ted, with lome other unexpected occalions (before I re- 
m°v d from L<md.) which I could not decently avoid : This 
was I auure you, a fenfible Affliction to me, and now 1 am 
come into the Country, have beheld the havock which a 
rude fcafon has made in my poor Gardens, and receiv’d your 
Tetter, wherein you acquaint me that the Socie y expedite 
an Account of my fuffenngs, I mull begin with the Poet, 
“ —juba reno'vare dolorem : In a word, the paft Winter has 
been 16 fevere in my Territories,and where it could expugne 
it C l Z lore defenfiblc, and fuch as were inclofed, it has ravag’d 
all that lay open, and were abroad, without any mercy. 

As to Timber Trees. I have not many here of any confi- 
derablc age or ftature, except a few Elms, which (having been 
decaying many years} one cannot well find to have recei v’d 
any frefh wounds diltinguifhable from old cracks and hollow- 
nefles; and indeed I am told by divers, that Elms have not 
fuher d, as the great Oaks have done ; nor do I find amongft 
innumerable of that Species (Elms) which I have planted, 
and that are now about 2 y and 3 o years Handing, any of them 
touch d: The fame I obferve of Urms i iVdl-nuis, /;jh. /#«-. ch. 
Horn-hams , <tirch,chjnut and other forefters : But as I laid mine 
are young comparatively, and yet one would think, that 
mouldlefs protect them, be aufe more tender : fo as itfeems 
the njimg fomuch complain’d of, has happn’d chiefly among 
^■he over-grown Trees, efpccially Oaks : rny I.ord 'Fiym.uxb 
made his Lamentation to me, and fo has the Lari of C Ffhr- 
fidd. Lord Ferrers Sr. William termor and others concern'd in 
the fame Calamity, which I mention, becaufe of their di- 
itant habitations But if rightly I remember, one of thefe 
JJoble Perfons lately told me, that fince the Thaw, the 
irees which were exceedingly fplit, were come together 
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and clos’d again, and I eafily believ’d it; but that they are 
really as fbliu as before I doubt will not a pear, when they 
fhall come to be examin'd by the Axe, and converted to ufe : 
Nor has this accident happu’d only to Handing Timber, but 
to that which has been felld and feafon d, as Mr. ■ the 
Matter Builder in his Majcttics Ship yard here, inform'd me : 
fo much for our As for Exo.ics , I fear my Cork¬ 

tree. will hardly recover; but the Spring is yet fo very back¬ 
ward (even in this warm and dry ipot of mine) that I can¬ 
not pronounce any thingpolitively ; efpecially offuch,whole 
bark is very thick and rugged, fuch as is the Cork, hnzjna, and 
divers of the refinous Trees. The Cmtiantm-p .titan or Hirjh 
Cbejnut is turgid with buds, and ready to explain its leaf. My 
Cedars I think are loll: The Hex and fcarlet Oak not fo; The 
sir but us doubtful, and fo are A*//, but fome will c (cape, and 
moft of them repullulate andfpringafrelh if cut down near the 
Earth, at the latter end of the month: The • each Fir, spruce, 
and white pamjh (which laft nfes to fuller in their tender 
buds by the fpring frotts) have receiv’d nodammage this 
Winter j I cannot fay the fame of the Fine which bears the 
greater Cone, but other H rwap and !' mailers are frelii: Lau¬ 
rel is only difcolour'd, and fome of the woody branches mor¬ 
tified, which being cut to the quick will foon put forth a- 
gain, it being afucculent Plant. Amongft our Shrubs, Fofe- 
marji 3 mtirely loft, and to my great forrow ; becaufe I had 
not only beautif ul hedges of it,but l'uHicient to afford me flow¬ 
ers for the making a very confiderable quantity of the Queen 
of >'■ un<rarir.s celebrated Water : fo univcrfal (I fear) is the 
deftrudlion of this excellent Plant (not only over 
but our neighbour Countries more Southward) that we mutt 
raife our next hopes from the Seed, i- atimm or Sea Purfe- 
llan (of which I had a pretty hedge) is alfo peril h’d, and fo 
another of Trench Fur<.s 5 the t'yprefi are all of them (cords d, 
and fome to death, efpecially fuch as were kept fhorn in Py¬ 
ramids > but amongft great numbers, there will divers cf* 
cape, after they are well chatti/Zd, that is, with a tough ha¬ 
zel or other wand to beat oft their dead and duttv leaves, 
which growing much clofer than other fhrubs, hinder tlie 
air and dev/s from refreshing the. ntenor parts. Ti'iis chel¬ 
pline I ufe to all my tonfile fhrubs with good fuccefs as off a a 
winter parches them. The berry bearing Savirte (whieii if 
well underftood and cultivated were the. only bciljuuatumsm 
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to Cjprefi) has not fuffcrcd in the lea ft; it perfedly refembles 
the (-yprefi and grows very tall and thick. I think the Arbor 
Thuya is alive, and fo is the American Acacia ^ Acanthr/r, I'aliun,vt, 
Vomgranad j my Laur-timm looks fufpicioufiy ; tome large and 
aid ‘/ilaturnuss are kill d, efpecially lucnasv/ere more expos’d 
to the Sun, whereas thole that grow in the lhade efcape i 
thcrcafonof which 1 conjecture to be from the reciproca¬ 
tions ot being ibmewhat relax'd every day, and then made 
rigid and lti.fi again all nighr, which bending, and unbend¬ 
ing fo often, opening and doling the parts, does exceeding¬ 
ly mortifie them, and all other tender Plants, which grow¬ 
ing in lhady places undergo but one Thaw and change. Molt 
of thefe yet will revive again at the root, being cut dole to 
ground : The Fhtlljretu tngusli, and Scrratifolto 'i (both of them 
incomparably the belt for ornamental hedges of any the per¬ 
ennial greens I know) have hardly been fenfible of the lcalt 
unprellton, more then tarnilhing of their leaves, no more 
have the Spanifh Jaji.-iinas, and K rjian, and I enumerate thefe 
particulars the more minutely, that Gentlemen who arc cu¬ 
rious, may take notice what Flams they may trult to abroad, 
in all Events; for I fpeak only of Inch as are expos'd : As 
for the choifer Rarities which are let in for hyetnation, 
they certainly efcape, or are impair'd, accordingly as they 
are treated by the more, or lets experienc'd and induftrious 
Gardner, or commodioufnefs of the Conlcrvatory ; but to 
fay what may be added on this Subject, would require a large 
Chapter, not a Letter, I would in the mean time, ad vile 
I nch as have fuller'd detriment in their green Houles, not to 
defpair, when they fee the leaves of of their Mystics. Oranges, 
Qlvandtr', ’fajmimt and other precious hruhs, rullct or alto¬ 
gether lliriveil’d and falling ; but to cut them to the quick, 
plalter the wounds, and plunge their cafes and pots (crim'd 
with frelh mould, &<:.) in a warm bed, carefully refreih'd, 
/haded, air'd and treated as lick patients, and as the prudent 
Gardner belt knows how. Put above all, that he be lure, 
not to expofe them, till thefe Eaftcrn Winds (v/hich lead 
our Engli/h Kuftan , and which' makes our Springs fo uncom¬ 
fortable, when we think Winter and all danger halt) be qua¬ 
lified ; for they arc deadly to ” onr Plants abroad, an dire - 
qucntly do ns more prejudice than the molt churlilh Winters; 
as commonly finishing the deumebou of what the ftofts 
have lpar'd, nor are we to be flatter'd with a warm day or 
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two, which are apt to tempt Gardners to fet out their Plants, 
before the end of April, or that we find the wife Mulberry put 
forth; which is certainly the moft faithful monitor; nor 
Ihould we indeed, cut, or tranfplant any of the Perennials till 
of themfelves they begin to fprout. 

I need fay nothing of of Hilly, Tew , Box, Juniper, &c. (har¬ 
dy and ipontcous to our Country) and yet to my grief again, 
I find an holly Itandard ot near 100 years old, drooping,and 
of doubtful afpedt; and a very beautiful hedge (tho indeed 
much younger) being clip’d about Michaelmas, is mortified 
near a foot beneath the top, and in fome places to the very 
ground; fo as there's nothing feems proof againft fuch a 
Winter ; which is late cut, ana expos’d. This hedge does al¬ 
io grow againft the South, and is very rufTet, whilit the con¬ 
trary fide is as frelh and green as ever; and in all other places 
of my Plantations that are lhaded, the unihorn Halites main¬ 
tain their verdure, and are I judge impregnable againft all 
affaults of Weather. 

Among the fruit Trees, and Murals, none feem to have 
fufler’dfave Figs-, but they being cut down, will fpring again 
at the root. The Vines have eleaped ; and of the elculent 
Plants and Salads moft, except Artichokes, which are univer- 
fallyloft; and (what I prefer before any Salad whatever ea¬ 
ten raw, when young) my s am va is all rotted to the very 
root: how to repair my lofs, I know not, for I could never 
male any of the feed, which came from the rock Sampire 
(tho mine were of the very kind) to grow 
The arborefeent and other Stdum's, si lots, &c, (tho hous’d) 
perilh’d with me ; but the Tu;ca, and Opuntta efcap'd Tulips 
many are loft, and fo the Con'l antimplc Nardjhs, and fuch V «- 
beroja as were not kept in the chimney corner where was con¬ 
tinual fire- fome Ammonie. appear, but I believe many are 
rotted; but i have made no great iearch in the flowery 
Parterr, only I find that moft capillaries fpring, and other 
humble, and repent Plants notwithstanding all this rigo¬ 
rous feafon- 

M yTortoife (which by his conftant burying himfelf in the 
Earth at approach of Winter I look upon as a kind of Plum- 
Animal) hapning to be obftrudted by a Vine-root, from mi¬ 
ning to the depth, he was ufually wont tointerr, is found 
ftarK dead, after having many years cleaned the fevereft 
Winter. Of Ttjh I have loft very few ; and the Hf/htinyds 
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(which for being a fhort wing'd Bird, and fo exceeding fat, 
at the time of the year, we commonly fuppofe them to 
change the Climate, ( whereas indeed they arc then hard¬ 
ly able to flee an hundred yards) are as brisk and Irollic as 
ever, nor do I think they alter their tummer itations, what¬ 
ever become of them all Winter. I know not yet of any 
body, who has given tolerable fatisfadtion in this particular, 
amonglt our OrntthUogifts. 

Thus Sr- I have fent you a Rhapfody of fuch Obfervati- 
ons as I have been able to make hnce my return home, 
and I wilh they may prove of any importance to the Society, 
to which, and to your 1'elf, I am 




Says Court Dep-f.rd A molt devoted 

yip'll 14 , 1684 . 

and Obedient Servant 
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